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Aztec Music





	The Aztecs, natives of the valley of Texcoco, were a mighty peoples. They descended from the Mixtec,  another Mesoamerican tribe. They started from nothing, arising to be one of the most effective military forces on the planet. However, they were more than just warriors. They were also very skilled craftsman. Which is how they built their capital city, Tenochtitlan.


	The Aztecs were originally a nomadic tribe. So when they received a sign from one of their gods, they settled in the valley of Texcoco. However, the valley of Texcoco was mostly marshland. So, the Aztecs had to improvise. They tried to build solid structures. Those sank into the swamp.  So, using logs from the trees in the area, they mad chinampas, a type of raft, and built an entire city on top of these rafts. They did this by securing more logs on the bottom of lake Texcoco, fastening the chinampas to these logs, and began building the center of their empire. This achievement, however, was just the tip of the iceberg.


	Over many years, the Aztecs conquered, killed and ruled over most of Mexico. This, however, was due to a lot more than military might. The Aztecs were a highly religious people. And, in doing so, gained a serious advantage. As they conquered territory, they made human sacrifices to their gods. As they did this more, the more the people surrounding their territory became fearful of the Aztecs. It was this semi-accidental scare tactic that secured them thousands of miles of land.  After a while, people just went to Tenochtitlan to surrender before the Aztecs invaded.


	So, you see, the Aztecs really were a powerful tribe. They managed to conquer the entire surrounding country.  At one point, their empire was so huge, they were trading with the Anasazi, a tribe native to North America, in what is present day Texas. This meant they had a LOT of land, and were also wealthy, well-fed and in complete control of their empire.


______________________________________________________________________





	This scrapbook contains some of the most well-known Aztec artifacts. They appear on many websites, including The British Museum Database.  A lot of these artifacts were used in religious ceremonies, which, for the Aztecs, usually involved bloody human sacrifice. For example, the knife on page seven was used to cut out the hearts of sacrificial victims.  Also on page seven, the passion flower was used by the Aztecs to sedate their sacrificial victims. However, not all of these artifacts had spiritual significance.


	The Aztecs weren’t always sacrificing people. They had to have something to do in their down-time. This was easier for the upper, richer classes. They had access to more vices than the lower classes. One of these is still a beloved favorite today: hot chocolate. To be fair, they liked theirs strait from the pod, and with hot chili peppers, but that just made it hot chocolate. Hot chocolate was more expensive back in Aztec times because it was literally made of money. The Aztecs, among other things, used cocoa beans as currency or for bartering. So, you had to have a lot of money to be able to turn money into a drink of molten bliss. 


	Then, there are the peasants, who don’t have the same money and opportunities as the upper classes. So, they contribute in other ways: preserving their history and culture. The crystal skull on page one is a perfect example of this. You see, this skull wasn’t made by the Aztecs. Nobody knows exactly who made it, but it was passed down from culture to culture, finding it’s way to the Aztecs. These peasants, some of whom were no doubt servants, probably helped 








Serpent heads, found in Chichen Itza. These heads further prove my point about the significance of snakes in Aztec mythology.





The Aztecs





“Flower Prince”





This object, which I at first thought was a whistle, is an Aztec tentetl, or “stone for the lip”. Essentially, it was a lip piercing/ornament. In Aztec times, this was worn as a symbol of power by priests or political leaders.











	Carter	





Above is a page from the Mendoza Codex. This particular page details how the Aztecs discovered the area that was to become Tenochtitlan. This is their origin story.





El Mapo





Turquoise Serpent Pectoral





This Sun Stone was originally placed at the foot of El Templo Mayor, detailing, what was to the Aztecs, the beginning and the end of time.





The Aztecs were a great warrior civilization from central Mexico. Their Empire began at around 1200 C.E. and lasted to about 1490 C.E., at which point they were conquered by the Conquistadors. However, they had several hundred years of technology, art music, literature and so on. These contributions to history have been recovered, and are protected in this book.





This is a court used by the Aztecs to play a game known as ullamaliztli. It involves a rubber ball, hoops, and buffed-out guys. Remind you of anything modern?








Who doesn’t know what this is? It’s a skull made out of a solid block of crystal. If it has no other significance, it is a marvel of craftsmanship. However, archaeologists have only been able to speculate by WHO’s craftsmanship it was made.





This is the sort of thing all of these instruments put together would be used for. This is an Aztec acrobat at a festival, performing along to the tune of an Aztec ensemble.





Aztec People
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Hernan Cortes, while not an Aztec, played an important part in Aztec history: he was the one who wiped them out. Cortes and his Conquistadors came to Mexico seeking gold, and to convert anybody living there to Christianity. Instead, they wound up slaughtering all of the Aztecs, burning Tenochtitlan to the ground, and destroying almost all of their codexes  





This is a picture of Tlazolteotl, an Aztec god, from the codex Fejervary-Mayor. THe broom he is riding and the snake he is holding represent sexuality and ritual cleansing.





This contraption is an atlatl. It was used by the Aztecs to throw a spear or type of dart.





Unfortunately, after the Aztecs were Conquistador-ed, most of their codexes were burned. Some, however, were kept by the Spaniards, and were thereby preserved.





Sadly, the Conquistadors burned all but a few Aztec texts, so there is no actual music left. However, there are still several musical instruments.





Az~technology








This Thinker-esque statue is one of Macuilxochitl, or “Flower Prince” in Nahuatl, the Aztec language. He is the god of singing and dancing, and played an important role in religious ceremonies.





Aztec Art





This is a replica of a ball used to play ullamaliztli. IT IS MADE OF SOLID RUBBER!!! Each ball weighed 10 - 14 pounds! These guys had to have been super buff.





The Borgia Codex





Festival





The knife above was used in religious ceremonies. however, the handle is composed of an ornate carving of an Aztec god.








These are examples of how the Aztecs Idolized serpents as figures of power, and why some of their gods resemble serpents.





This is an image of the  foundation of Santa Barbara Tamascolo and Santa Ana. These two cities were founded upon land taken from the Aztecs and other Native American tribes.





This, like most of the Aztec’s stuff, is made out of obsidian. Most people in the world didn’t have mirrors, or if they did, they weren’t very good, but the Aztecs had not only functional mirrors, but common ones.





Sadly, the original Templo Mayor is no more. However, there are very good CG images of El Templo Mayor, giving us a rough idea of what it looked like. This temple was the site of over 100,000 human sacrifices, and was a shrine for Tlaloc and Tonatiuh, gods of the sun and rain, the Aztec’s two most important gods.





This is a diagram of paotolli, another Aztec game.  It was actually a board game, kind of like tic-tac-toe or checkers. However, one thing that this game has in common with ullamaliztli and many other Aztec things, is that people were using it long before the Aztecs.





Another ancient Aztec snake head right? Wrong. This is about as far from ancient as you can get. This picture was taken in modern day Mexico city, right on the spot where Tenochtitlan used to be. This head has survived for centuries.





Teponaztli





These instruments, along with teponaztli, were used during Aztec festivals and celebrations. It is unlikely, however, that they were used during religious ceremonies, due to the Aztec’s disposition towards these events.





This is a page from the Aztec Codex Borgia. It is a sort of calendar, showing the patron deity of each particular day.





Here, we have an example of the ‘bleachers’ of an ullamaliztli court. Some people would argue that the actual court is what’s important, not the stands. I disagree. From what I’ve seen at football games, the stands can be an even more dangerous place to be than on the field.





Codex Borbonica





Huilacapitztli





Various Woodwind Instruments





Aztec Sports





Aztec Literature





Eagle Warrior





We still use this Aztec invention today. Hint: it’s delicious. Chocolate, hot chocolate, and pretty much every thing else relating to chocolate, was all started by the Aztecs. 





Crystal Skull





c. 1200 C.E. ~ c. 1500 C.E.





Whilst these two might not be actual people, they are still very important Aztec figures. One is an image of Quetzalcoatl (guess which one) and the other is Tlaloc, the rain god, one of the Aztec’s most important gods. Both required a lot of live sacrifice.





This is another type of woodwind, a form of flute used by the Aztecs. This was, like most other Aztec instruments, most likely used during festivals.





Aztec Architecture





Head of Quetzalcoatl





How exactly is a flower technology? Well, the Aztecs used the passion flower shown on the left to produce a muscle relaxant. They even used it on sacrificial victims to calm and relax them. Before, that is, they had their hearts torn still beating from their chest.





Tlazolteotl








This is a statue of one of the Aztecs’ two classes of warrior: the eagle, and the jaguar. This statue is one of the eagle warrior class. To gain eagle warrior status,warriors had to show their prowess in battle, so it was an impressive achievement to gain eagle warrior status.





Here is a replica of the codex Borbonica.It contains information about monthly religious ceremonies, and so is a great insight into Aztec ceremonies





On the right, you will see an Aztec jaguar warrior. And on the left, you will see a picture of Montezuma II. What do these two things have in common? Conquest. The Aztec jaguar warriors were some of the fiercest in the entire Aztec army. And, naturally, at one point, Montezuma II was the leader of said army (and country), so there you go.





Coiled Serpent





tend to this exquisite relic. Plus, it’s a skull made out of crystal. That, if nothing else, is just awesome. Not to mention valuable. Although if you ask me, I think it would be more trouble than it would be worth to make a skull that authentic out of crystal. Then again, it would make it just that bit rarer. 


	There’s just something about all these artifacts. They tell a story. While they’re all cool, shiny, intricate and unique, they tell a story of potential. It is my belief that, f they had had just a few more decades, the Aztecs could have contested even the mighty Conquistadors that would inevitably be their downfall.


	This project has been very educational. I had no idea that there was an actual crystal skull. I just thought that was something they made up for the fourth Indiana Jones movie. Huh. Anyway, I was fortunate enough to get a culture I didn’t really know much about. Sure, I would’ve liked to get the Romans, or the Anglo-Saxons, or maybe even the Scandinavians. Those are easy cultures to find information and do research on. There’s a lot of information on the internet about those cultures. However, we still don’t know much about the history of a lot of Native American tribes, including the Aztecs.	


	But, I got stuck with the crazy, sacrificing, homicidal, adrenaline-high warriors of the Aztec empire. Now that we are almost through with the year, I’m a little disappointed. Granted, I hate having to work constantly on these projects. But I also love learning more about mysterious, well, things. I find mysteries fascinating, and the more complicated, harder to figure out they are, the more they intrigue me.





These are two examples of an ullamaliztli hoop. Who ever hit the ball through one of these hoops, scored a point for their team. Yeah. Good luck with that.





These are two different versions of Aztec drums, called tenponaztli. These drums, along with woodwind instruments, would have most likely been used during festivals and other celebrations.
















































































